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Penalty Urged for Disclosure of Spies’ Identities \ 


CIA Director Says Bill Is Needed to Provide Jail Ter 


WASHINGTON U)—CIA. Direc- 


tor William J. Casey said Friday 


that a bill to jail anyone who public- 
ly identifies a U.S. spy is needed to 
prevent serious harm to American 
intelligence agencies. 


“T can confirm that the unauthor- : 


ized disclosures have resulted in 
untold damage and, if not stopped, 
will result in further damage to the 


effectiveness of our intelligence ap- 
paraivs and hence to the nation it-. 


self,” Casey said. : 


‘He testified before a Senate Judi-": 


‘elary ‘subcommittee that is con- 
‘sidering a bill, sponsored by Sen. 


John H. Chafee (R-R.1.), to impose - 


jail terms of up to 10 years for any- 
one with access to classified infor- 
mation who discloses the name of 
an agent. 


Rill Failed Last Year 


Similar legislation failed to reach 
a Senate floor vote last year as op- 
ponents contended that it was un~ 


constitutional and could stifle legiti-" ~~ 


mate news reporting of intelligence 
activities. © -. : ‘ 
Casey and other supporters of the 
bill insisted that it was constitution - 
al and-would not interfere with the 


rights of the press or others in legit~ | 
imate pursuit of information. 

Sen. Jeremiah Denton (R-Ala.),: 
the Subcommittce chairman, said, 
“The disclosure of the identity of a 
covert agent is an immoral act 
which cannot be tolerated.” 

Denton, a prisoner of war in 
North Vietnam for more than 712 
years, said the absence of criminal 


penalties for’ disclosure of spies’ . 
james was cause for glee among. 
enemies of the United States. . 
2." Com munists ‘Pleased’ a 


“Pyom my personal contact with , 
high-ranking Communists, they are | 
amazed, amused and highly , 
pleased” that agents’ identities can 
be oS with impunity, Denton 
said. 

The bill is aimed in part ata pub- ; 
lication calléd Covert Action Infor- | 
mation Bulletin, which has repea- | 
tedly published the names of al- | 
leged American agents. | 


U.S. officials have blamed the ; 
publication for causing the death of | 


_ CIA agent Richard Welch in Athens |; 


in 1975. i 
“A substantial number of these | 
disclosures have been accurate,” | 


ius Up to 10 Years 
Casey said. “I am hopeful that we | 
will soon sec enactment of a mea~- 
sure which will finally put an end to 
the pernicious and damaging unau- 
thorized disclosures of intelligence 
identities.” - . 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union and Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action testified. against the 
Chafee proposal. 

ADA Director Leon Shull said, “It 
should not be necessary to muzzle 


-. the press and forbid the publication 


of unclassified information to meet 
foreign policy objectives.” . 
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HAIL 1 OKs Upgrading " 


Of Het é. Intelligence | R val | 


{ a : ina report to the Senate’ accompany- | 
1 The Senate Select’ "Committee ‘on’ ‘ing*~the’ secret spending: au- {[- 
huteltgance has-recommended that « “ thorizations: ‘for intelligence’:agen- + 
ithe Defense Intelligence Agericy be “ cies: The report was scheduled to be.’ 
given: broad: authorityto. upgrade “released'today, 030 le Snake: 
‘the status of its analysts Sothatitcan its The? authorization would. enables 
pee more: effectively bide ae  the-DIA to implement a. wide-range: 
CIAL: ute ‘of personnel measures designed to: = 
“If the. ‘benefits’ ‘of * scoinperitive < | “attract and retain high quality per- ; 
‘analysis, a concept which both the -. sonnel in competition: with other'i ins: 3 
‘administration and: the- ‘committee *; , telligence agencies.” ’ eros 
istrongly support, are to be realized,” ‘”’ The recommendation has stirred. 
ithe’ report statés,* it: is‘imperative stiatp debate-within the Senate coms: 
‘that the DIA have analytical capabil-. ° mittee and the intelligence commu: * 
lities ‘comparable | to. its: “sister. ageny “nity, and has. been strongly resisted* : 
lcles.” a A Gale “D¥CIA officials, according to Capitol 
The recommendation’ is. contained’. “Hil aides familiar with the debate. - 
.A-transition report prepared for’. ; 
the’ Reagan: administration during: 
9. the ‘transition endorsed the princi- | 
riple of “competing” centers-of intel- 
zligence, but did not recommend Spe. 
- ¢ific steps to achieve. this goal. . 
CIA Director William Casey also . | 
“endorsed the concept of encourag: 
; * ing intelligence agencies to make in-:* 
* dependent | assessments; . but’. de--- 
. clined to elaboratéon specific plans,: 
* Despite ‘Casey’s: endorsement’. oft 
‘the approach, many CIA officials be- 
lieve that upgrading the DIA oroth- 17 
“er intelligence agencies would- in-: 
~ evitably result in a diminution of the: 
CIA's leading roleinanalysis:Hence, 
2 "they have adamantly resisteu such 
J measures.202 baer baer eB | 
. The fate of the recomend: Hon! is: v 
: ‘also complicted by: the.fact that the: a ‘f 
: House Intelligence: Committee‘ has~: 
* not endorsed providing the DIA with ©. 
preater personnel flexibility ‘in:its: 
report: to Congress.:: RecrertesMnron ks certs) 
a “The Senate ‘committee 374-page re- 
‘port is unusual in that it does not 
“contain”a ‘blanket endorsement of ° 
the’ CIA's’ performance." aes 


“Tn fact, the Teport F contains several ** 
: specific. criticisms of the intelll- 
“gence community's operations. . 


‘*The US. intelligence: system” is 
/ not able to deal with the multiple cri- 
¢Ses as we have experienced recently," 
* without diverting resources ‘from * 
other high priority 1 missions, "the: Tes 
“port concludes."**". Rages 


' “Moreover, in many areas of ‘the. - 
“Third World, rete eBut by i US. in- . 
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